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Large Turnout for Lunar New Year Celebration 
At the Richmond hitb Center 


San Francisco Mayor London Breed poses with Richmond District neighbors at the Lunar New Year cele- 
bration on Feb. 3 at the Richmond Neighborhood Center’s “A Taste of the Richmond” event at the center’s 
campus at 741 30th Ave. An estimated 800 people attended the event. Photo by Elijah Collins “BlckSpkz.” 
See more photos at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Renovated Golden Gate Park Golf Course Reopens 


By Clarisse Kim 


“We hit a hole in one with 
the new clubhouse!” said Pub- 
lic Works Director Carla Short. 

The Golden Gate Park Golf 
Clubhouse celebrated its re- 
opening ceremony on Feb. 16. 
More than 150 golf enthusi- 
asts and community advocates 
gathered at the newly remod- 
eled Golden Gate Park Golf 
Course to celebrate persistence 
through a year of closure. 

First Tee, a youth-centered 
golf non-profit, Public Works, 
the civic facility overseer, the 
San Francisco Recreation and 
Park Department and SF May- 
or London Breed were on hand 
to reveal the new course. 

According to numerous 
speakers at the event, the club- 
house and course’s return sym- 
bolizes a lot to San Francisco’s 
west side and to the City as a 
whole. The golf course’s story 
highlights its rich resilience, 
diversity and community. 

According to Phil Ginsburg, 
Rec. and Park general man- 
ager, the idea for creating the 
course began in 1912. The golf 
course finally came to fruition 
in 1951. Nestled among cy- 
press trees, sand dunes and sea 
breezes, the course was built 
in the place originally meant 
for the Palace of Fine Arts 40 
years prior. 

Sixty years later, a fire se- 
verely damaged the clubhouse 
in 2018. 

“The clubhouse was com- 


After a fire destroyed the aid clubhouse at the Golden 
Gate Park Golf Course in 2018, a new facility was built 
in its place. A ribbon-cutting ceremony officially re- 
opened the new structure on Feb. 16. Courtesy photo. 


pletely destroyed,” said Daniel 
Montes, representative of Rec. 
and Park. “There was no fixing 
the damage — the clubhouse 
had to be demolished.” 

That’s when First Tee and 
the broader community pushed 
for renovation. After the City 
and associated organizations 
gathered the required support 
and funds, the course began 
reconstruction in the spring of 
2023. The entire project cost 
$5.9 million. 


“The plan was to build a 
whole new clubhouse on the 
same footprint as the old one,” 
Montes said. “We took the 
same outline and built a brand- 
new, state-of-the-art facility.” 

Architects and engineers 
from SF Public Works spear- 
headed the design process, 
making sure the new design 
maintained and enhanced as- 
pects of the original facility. 

Now, the clubhouse boasts a 
wide array of upgraded ameni- 


ties. Golfers are able to enjoy 
a redesigned lounge, pro shop, 
concessions stand, accessi- 
ble entryways and a scenic 
outdoor patio. First Tee also 
oversaw and funded a sepa- 
rate landscaping project that 
upgraded the efficiency of the 
natural turf’s drainage and 
maintenance. 

“Despite facing all of these 
challenges, and despite see- 
ing this clubhouse burn down, 
we persevere,’ Breed said. 
“San Francisco showcased the 
same resilience in the 1906 
earthquakes and fires. The 
clubhouse represents this re- 
silience.” 

“Just like San Francisco it- 
self, this is the phoenix rising 
from the ashes,’ Ginsburg 
added. 

The golf course has now re- 
turned as a hot spot for golfers 
of all backgrounds and ages. 
According to Montes, one 
thing that makes the Golden 
Gate Park Golf Course special 
is its rich cross section of peo- 
ple. 

“The community here is so 
diverse,” Montes said. ““We’re 
municipal golf — public golf. 
You get people from all over 
the City. Golfers here could 
be from the Richmond to the 
Bayview to the Western Addi- 
tion.” 

Montes also said that the 
golf course takes pride in its 
accessibility and low barrier. 


Continued on page 19 


Senate Bill 
Seeks to 
Streamline 
Coastal 
Development 


By Thomas K. Pendergast 


California State Senator 
Scott Wiener (D-San_ Fran- 
cisco) and SF Mayor London 
Breed seek to streamline hous- 
ing development near Ocean 
Beach by slicing off a piece 
of San Francisco from the 
jurisdiction of the California 
Coastal Commission (CCC). 

But critics say that, at best, 
Wiener and Breed are pushing 
a solution looking for a prob- 
lem and, at worst, benefiting 
developers and the real estate 
sector by setting a bad prece- 
dent that could undermine en- 
vironmental protections that 
have been in place for about 
half a century. 

Among those critics are 
several members of the San 
Francisco Board of Supervi- 
sors, which recently passed a 
resolution opposing the bill as 
written in an 11-3 vote, with 
Supervisors Joel Engardio, 
Myrna Melgar and Matt Dors- 
ey voting against the resolu- 
tion. 

Wiener’s office says his leg- 
islation, SB-951, will remove 
urbanized San Francisco from 
the Coastal Zone — while re- 
taining coastal natural resourc- 
es in the zone — and refine the 
role of the CCC in housing ap- 
provals under certain circum- 
stances. By “resolving unnec- 
essary permitting delays in the 
disproportionately low-hous- 
ing Coastal Zone, SB-951 will 
aid cities’ efforts to meet state 
housing goals” according to a 
press release. 

“The Coastal Commission 
plays an important role in pro- 
tecting coastal resources like 
beaches, bluffs and wetlands, 
but the commission should 
not be in the business of sec- 
ond-guessing — and frequent- 
ly delaying or undermining 
— local housing decisions in 
urbanized areas that are not 
natural resources,’ Wiener 
said. “We need local planning 
departments and state housing 
agencies to handle housing 
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Huntington Falls 


On April 8, 1894, thousands of 
spectators watched as water first began 
to flow down the Huntington Falls in 
Golden Gate Park. 

The falls were created as part of 
a waterworks plan where a large 
artificial lake surrounding Strawberry 
Hill and a smaller man-made reservoir 
on top of the hill were built. Water 
from the hilltop reservoir “fed” the 
fall to the larger lake, where water was 
pumped back up to the top, reported 
the San Francisco Examiner on Sept. 
2, 1893. The San Francisco Chronicle 
announced the Falls as a magnificent 
addition to the attractions of the park. 

Collis P. Huntington donated 
$25 000 for the waterfall, worth more 
than $800,000 in today’s dollars. The 
San Francisco Call and Post on Jan. 

8, 1893, projected that more than 
$60,000 would be spent beautifying 
Strawberry Hill, which would house 
Huntington Falls and a wooden pedes- 
trian bridge over the Falls. 

An inscription on a stone near the 
top of the falls, commemorating its 
construction, reads: 


Huntington Falls 
By Gift of 
Collis P. Huntington 
1893 


The inscription is several yards 
south of the top of the falls, a few 
steps away from a clearing next to the 
hilltop reservoir. 

The falls are 110-feet tall, according 
to the SF Recreation and Park Depart- 
ment website. 

The falls faced the fairgrounds of 
the California Midwinter Internation- 
al Exposition of 1894 in the Music 
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Water from a reservoir atop Strawberry Hill in Golden Gate Park pours 
down Huntington Falls into Blue Heron Lake (formerly Stow Lake). 


Visible are two pedestrian bridges that cross the waterfall. Photo by 


Michael Durand. 


Concourse. The Exposition showcased 
American expansion to the Pacific 
Ocean and San Francisco’s mild 
winters. 

Huntington was one of the “Big 
Four” tycoons behind the Central 
Pacific Railroad, which linked to the 
Union Pacific Railroad in 1869 to 
form the first transcontinental Amer- 
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ican railway. Profit in the railroad 
industry came from fares and grants 
of real estate around railroad rights of 
way. The Central Pacific managed to 
own one-eighth of California, accord- 
ing to John Sedgwick’s book “From 
the River to the Sea.” The Big Four’s 
railroad empire was renamed Southern 
Pacific Railroad in 1884, according to 
Ben Ratliff’s essay on foundsf.org. 

According to Buffalo Weekly 
Express and SF Examiner obituaries, 
Huntington was born in Connecticut 
on Oct. 22, 1821, and died at age 78 in 
upstate New York on Aug. 13, 1900. 
He went west via Panama for the Cal- 
ifornia Gold Rush. Before the Panama 
Canal, travelers had to traverse the 
Panamanian jungle on land. Hunting- 
ton sold food to his fellow travelers to 
bankroll his first store, according to 
Sedgwick. 

He also became president of the 
Guatemala Central Railroad and Pacif- 
ic Mail Steamship Company. 

Huntington married his first wife 


Elizabeth Stoddard in September 
1844 and adopted her niece. After 
Elizabeth’s death, he married Arabella 
Duval Yarrington in 1884, according 
to Syracuse University, and adopted 
her son Archer, according to Cerinda 
Evans’s biography of Huntington. 

After the death of San Francisco 
Park Commissioner William W. Stow 
on Feb. 11, 1895, The Morning Call 
reported on Feb. 18, 1895, that Park 
Superintendent John McLaren years 
earlier had the following conversation 
with Stow: 

“T told him one day that a waterfall 
could be built on the hill, and it would 
be an attraction. ‘How much would it 
cost?’ he asked. I said about $25,000. 
‘Then I'll hunt somebody up who will 
pay for that,’ he answered. Within 48 
hours, he had Mr. Huntington on top 
of the hill and got the money.” 

McLaren described Stow as “the 
political manager of the Southern 
Pacific Railroad Company.” The Call’s 
obituary for Stow stated that it was 
Stow’s “duty to see that measures 
inimical to (the railroad’s) interests 
were either defeated or so modified as 
to be more just and equitable.” Stow 
stopped working for the railroad for a 
few years only to return “at the urgent 
solicitation of Huntington.” 

Huntington Falls’ cement and 
sandstone facade collapsed on July 24, 
1962, after a pipe broke and washed 
away supporting earth. One witness to 
the collapse told the Examiner, “I felt 
the ground shaking.” 

Water only started flowing again 
after a $846,000 restoration of a 
pedestrian bridge and piping. Added 
stepping stones were also placed at 
the bottom of the falls, according to 
a 1979 draft environmental planning 
report. 

On April 20, 1984, San Francis- 
co Chronicle columnist Herb Caen 
mentioned that the falls had been dry 
for decades. The falls were rededicat- 
ed by then-Mayor of San Francisco 
Dianne Feinstein on June 12, 1984. A 
photograph of the falls with a second 
pedestrian bridge crossing the lower 
part of Huntington Falls was in the 
Examiner the following day. 

The lake surrounding Strawberry 
Hill (island) was named Stow Lake 
until it was renamed Blue Heron Lake 
this January due to Stow’s antisemi- 
tism, as reported earlier this year in the 
Richmond Review. 

Huntington Falls is on the east side 
of Strawberry Hill, in the middle of 
Golden Gate Park. Both bridges on 
the north and south sides of Straw- 
berry Hill connect to a trail that runs 
around the edge of the island. That 
trail connects to stairs that go up to 
both bridges that cross the falls. 
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At Beauty Network, we believe in creating a 
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curated ingredients. With over 30 years of 
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skin health to help clients achieve their 


skincare goals. Shlomit Skin Ecology 
products are formulated with plant extract, 
antioxidants, peptides, and are cruelty free. 
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Delivering Public Safety Resources 


As your district supervisor, I am 
working to deliver the public safety 
resources the Richmond needs and de- 
serves. With the mayor and her admin- 
istration prioritizing the revitalization 
of downtown over our neighborhoods, 
we are seeing an increase in burglaries 
on the west side; we experienced two 
incidents where suspects drove vehi- 
cles through the front of businesses, 
and our small businesses are reporting 
an increase in broken windows and 
stolen goods. 

After meeting with city departments 
and the mayor’s office for over a year 
pleading for additional public safety 
resources, retired police ambassadors 
were finally deployed to our neigh- 
borhood commercial corridors. While 
this is a great addition to our toolkit, 
it took a tragedy to make it happen. 
These ambassadors are out in our 
neighborhood, meeting with residents 


and visitors and helping to provide 
assistance and security. I have also 
held meetings with the Richmond’s 
merchant associations, the Richmond 
police captain, and community part- 
ners, such as the Community Youth 
Center, to create a reporting system 
and regular merchant walks to help 
our merchants and police department 
work together to report and respond to 
incidents. 

But this is not enough. The Rich- 
mond needs and deserves real public 
safety solutions. Which is why this 
week I wrote a letter to Mayor London 
Breed and Police Chief William Scott, 
calling on them to step up and priori- 
tize the Richmond. I asked the mayor 
and the chief to: 

1. Expand the Retired Police 
Ambassador Program by providing 
more ambassadors to other areas of 
the Richmond and extending hours of 


operation. 

2. Continue to expand the street out- 
reach and street crisis response teams. 
We need to respond to public-health 
crises with public-health experts, leav- 
ing our police to focus on crime. 

3. Implement the legislation I 
co-sponsored to increase police officer 
foot- and bike-patrols in our neighbor- 
hoods. 

4. Install Automatic License Plate 
Readers (ALPR) at strategic locations. 
Now that we have approved the policy 
and budget, I hope to see ALPRs 
placed on ingress and egress routes 
to and from the Richmond as soon as 
possible. 

5. Create incentives for alarm alerts 
to SFPD first responders. Waiving 
false alarm fees for merchants to en- 
courage them to install alarm systems. 

6. Discuss potential live surveil- 
lance programs from 2 to 5 p.m. with 
merchant input and partnering with 
local merchants to utilize their private 
systems during peak vulnerable hours. 

Tam hopeful that we will have ac- 
tion soon, but I will continue to stand 
up for the Richmond and push the 
administration to do better. 

Ihave also been working to deliv- 
er transit safety. We have a number 
of projects and initiatives currently 
underway that will deliver immediate 
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results. We have three corridor proj- 
ects in progress to create safer streets, 
including the Fulton Street corridor 
project which has slowed traffic by 
narrowing the street with bus bulb- 
outs, installed speed radar signs, and 
improved pedestrian safety with better 
crosswalks and clearer intersections. 

The Geary Boulevard Improvement 
Project has created a faster ride on 
the 38-Geary line with side running 
bus-only lanes and better-timed 
signals. This project was not without 
its difficulties; the Geary Boulevard 
Merchants Association and I pushed 
back against SFMTA’s plan to remove 
a large number of parking spaces 
along Geary and, as a result, SFMTA 
not only provided pedestrian safety 
improvements but created additional 
angled parking on cross avenues. Ad- 
ditionally, we have a bike lane project 
in the works for Arguello Boulevard. 
I worked with Assemblymember Phil 
Ting to secure $1.2 million in state 
funding to install protected bicycle 
lanes on Arguello from Golden Gate 
Park to the Presidio. The bike lanes 
will improve safety for pedestrians, 
cyclists, transit riders and the many 
residents who navigate Arguello on a 
daily basis. 

Also on Geary, we have a pedes- 
trian flashing beacon that will be 
installed at the corner of 38th Avenue 
and Geary with construction begin- 
ning this spring. This beacon is long 
overdue. A month before I was sworn 
into office, in December 2020, there 
was a tragic collision at that intersec- 
tion that resulted in the death of Mr. 
Lawrence Holman. Since then, I have 
been working with SFMTA to install 
a flashing pedestrian beacon at that 
intersection. While it is frustrating that 
it has taken more than three years, I 
am happy that we are finally seeing 
progress. 

Lastly, we will be seeing some crit- 
ical safety improvements made to our 
streets through the installation of three 
speed cameras as well as traffic signal 
upgrades to grant priority to emer- 
gency vehicles and buses. The speed 
cameras will help curb speeding and 
make our streets safer, and the signal 
upgrades will improve reliability and 
travel time for transit and emergency 
vehicles. 

We all want a safer Richmond. I will 
continue to stand up for you. When we 
have the resources and accountability 
we need from City Hall to advance 
public safety and transit safety, we are 
all better. 

Connie Chan represents District 
I on the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors. She can be reached at 
415-554-7410 or chanstaff@ sfgov.org. 
Find an archive of her columns online 
at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 
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Commentary 


Brian Quan 


Making Informed Voting Decisions 


What a wet and wild start to the 
year we have so far. At least it has 
been for me since signing up to run 
for the San Francisco Democratic 
County Central Committee last year. 

After volunteering on many 
campaigns in the past, I finally felt 
confident enough to take a dive into 
the deep end of local politics. While 
much has been written already, I want 
to provide a human scale perspective 
behind why one would decide to run 
for this volunteer position. 

After Trump was elected in 2016, 

I made the decision to move back 
home from San Diego to San Fran- 
cisco where I knew from growing up 
around the Chinese American political 
community that this was the hotbed 
of Democratic organizing and where 
our values and leadership have an out- 
sized influence on the national level. I 
dipped my toes back in slowly, getting 
involved with numerous Democratic 
clubs and digging into the problems 
and challenges the Democratic party 
faces. The first thing in this process I 
found is that democracy is an exper- 
iment. 

Getting information out to voters 
and figuring out the messaging that 
will motivate them to the polls is 
constantly evolving. From stuffing 
mailers into envelopes as a teenager to 
leaving flyers on people’s doors and 
observing the various signature gath- 
ering efforts more recently, it became 
clear that there is no one thing that 
you could directly tie to voter behav- 
ior at scale. 

The average voter wants to make 


an informed decision before they vote 
and at times there can be a plethora 

of information to get through before 
understanding an issue. So, for the 
average voter that is pressed for time, 
the easiest shortcut is to rely on trusted 
sources. 

How do you build trust in political 
messaging? Running as a candidate 
for the first time, I got to see up close 
the broad and diverse endorsement 
process that leads to the numerous 
political mailers that are fighting for 
your attention as a trusted source. Pop- 
ular voter guides you have possibly 
received in the mail: No B.S. Guide, 
League of Pissed Off Voters, Afford- 
able Housing Alliance, GrowSF and 
TogetherSF. 

While SF Ethics provides informa- 
tion on the funding sources for these 
organizations, this isn’t sufficient 
to know if these are to be trusted or 
if they just have a great name for 
marketing purposes. The SF Public 
Library actually has a great online 
resource about verifying information 
(on.sfpl.org/online-verification-skills). 
So, are some of these just astroturf 
(fake “grass roots”) organizations? 
I’ve been to public events by GrowSF 
and TogetherSF since they encourage 
active participation and discussion. 
I’m a bit leerier of some of these other 
groups that have opaque decision 
makers and don’t seem to have any 
public process. 

Other groups trying to capture our 
attention are the various chartered 
Democratic clubs, like our own Rich- 
mond District Democratic Club, the 


"Alex's professionalism, knowledge, 


new Westside Families Democratic 
Club, long-standing LGBTQ-fo- 
cused ones such as Alice B. Toklas 
Democratic Club and Harvey Milk 
Democratic Club. These fall under 
the leadership of the elected Central 
Committee, and I want to see more 
people get involved at this level. This 
is the best place for civic participation 
since you can meet your neighbors 
and discuss ideas and decide the 
direction of these clubs. Trust is much 
easier to build when you are part of 
the decision-making process. 

While it may seem like politics is a 
team sport, I am seeing that it really 
comes down to priorities. Each orga- 
nization, club or voter has their own 
top policy item they care about and 
motivates them to participate in the 
electoral process. Providing informa- 
tion is also about recognizing whether 
you are connecting with the electorate 
with a message that resonates with 
them. Just randomly blaming billion- 
aires or saying you'll fix everything 
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wrong without providing actual 
policies might get a few people riled 
up. But in the end, it is about how we 
can successfully organize on common 
principles while respecting differenc- 
es. 

Voting is not about getting a particu- 
lar way but a conversation around the 
direction we are heading. While it may 
be a challenge to find time to dig into 
every item on the ballot, I am grateful 
to see how many people are willing to 
add their voices to this conversation. 
Whether you are motivated by anger 
at the current problems facing our City 
or by joy in a hopeful vision for the 
City, we should rejoice in the civic 
participation of those willing to help 
shape the present and future of San 
Francisco. 

Brian Quan is a Richmond Dis- 
trict native, co-leader of Grow the 
Richmond, member of the Park 
Presidio-Sunset Lions Club and leads 
a monthly Refuse Refuse S.F. street 
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Come explore the housing resources in the San Francisco 
Westside neighborhood. 


There will be over 20 government agencies and community partners 
dedicated to offering affordable housing services and solutions, 
community programs for youth and adults, tenant and landlord legal 
rights, and much more. 
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In the same family for decades, this fantastic property in 
one of the Richmond's best locations will be coming on the 
market in April. The home features two bedrooms, one split 
bath, formal living room, formal dining room, wood floors, 
fireplace, and period details upstairs, and one bedroom, 
one bath, and kitchenette on the bottom. Huge yard, 
parking, laundry, a stone's throw from GG Park, and long 
par 5 from Ocean Beach. This is a AAA location. The charm 
is there, you'll just need to bring it back. 
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Scan the QR code for more details, or contact me anytime. 


We hope to be on the market April 4th with open houses 
the following two weekends. This is your chance to remodel 
your dream San Francisco home, so consider yourself lucky 
I'm giving you all the heads up. :-) 
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John M. Lee 


Spring Market is Upon Us 


2024 is here, and like 
any other year, people are 
preparing for the big push in 
the spring real estate market. 
However, unlike every year, 
there is uncertainty and anxi- 
ety in the air. 

Last year was a time for 
reflection and adjusting to the 
new reality. Mortgage interest 
rates at 7% felt so high 
compared to 3% just a couple 
of years ago. Prices were 
declining and the market was 
at the slowest level we have 
seen for at least the last 25 
years. Buyers and sellers were 
confused as to where prices 
were, where they are current- 
ly, and especially where they 
will be in the future. 

Sellers holding out for 
higher prices of years past 
took their properties off the 
market. Buyers waiting for 
interest rates to drop sat on 
the sidelines. In a market in 
transition, this is what we 
normally see. 

However, life must go on. 
There are property owners 
who need to sell because their 
life circumstances changed. 
There are buyers who are 
making the decision that, 
yes, interest rates are higher, 
but prices are lower. So, they 
are buying in at the lower 
price point with opportunities 
to refinance to a lower rate 
when it does come down. In 
retrospect, a 6-7% interest 
rate is not all that high. We 


have just been spoiled by the 
historic 3-4% rates, and that 
is probably not going to come 
back in the near future. 

The first two months of 
2024 started with a low 
amount of inventory; we saw 
some multiple offers and 
overbidding again. Where 
it goes is anyone’s guess at 
the moment. Currently, Iam 
seeing more properties being 
prepared for the market and 
expect a decent spring selling 
season. 

If you are preparing your 
home for sale during this 
time, there are many more 
factors to consider. Have you 
ever wondered why some 
homes sell at a higher price 
than others? The answer lies 
in pricing and emotional 
appeal. Purchasing a home 
is a very emotional process 
and usually creates a very 
stressful time in the life of 
the purchaser. Many times, 
buyers are making the largest 
financial commitment of 
their lives and are unsure of 
whether they are getting the 
right deal. 

Thus, when other people 
are competing on the same 
property, the multiple offers 
reassure buyers that they are 
making the right decision 
because others feel the same 
way about the home as they 
do. 

As a seller then, how do 
you create these emotions so 


BOURBON COUNTY @ CLEMENT STREET WINE & SPIRITS 
2147 Clement Street, between 22nd & 23rd Avenues 

10AM to 9PM Monday-Saturday, 10AM to 8PM Sunday 
(415) 387-6210 +» BourbonCountySF@gmail.com 


Featuring Over 100 Bourbons and Ryes! 


ay’ Clean, Well-Lighted Place for Whiskey” 


SPECIALIZING IN FINE SPIRITS & CRAFT BEERS 


a 
Sv Sponsor of my neighborhood newsPe" 


that your property will sell 
quickly and for the highest 
price in today’s market? 
Preparing a property for sale 
is key because people today 
are busier than before, and 
thus they are looking for 
homes which are in move-in 
condition. 

There are many inexpen- 
sive preparations which will 
bring returns many times over 
for sellers. 

First of all, declutter the 
house. It’s amazing how 
much stuff accumulates over 
the years. By removing large 
items of furniture and putting 
belongings away makes a 
home show larger than it is, 
and gives the impression that 
the home is spacious and well 
cared for. 

Painting and freshening up 
the backyard can be inex- 
pensive, and yet provide the 
impression that a home is 
well maintained. Refinishing 
the hardwood floors will do 
wonders for showing off the 
house. 

If you want to go fur- 
ther, staging companies are 
available who will bring in 
complete sets of furniture 
to complement the age and 
décor of the house. We have 
found that this adds tre- 
mendous value, makes your 
home show like a model and 
separates your home from 
others on the market. As 
Richmond and Sunset homes 
are selling for well above the 
million-dollar mark now, the 
staging expense is becoming 
a smaller percentage of the 
selling price and thus makes 
more economic sense than 
ever before. 

Buying is an emotional 
process. When a buyer walks 
into the home, I have a good 
feeling about whether he or 
she will buy that house. In 
order to obtain the highest 
possible price, buyers need 
to feel comfortable and know 
that this is the right home for 
them. 

Marketing in our modern 
world is different from the 
past. Online presence plays a 
bigger role with most buyers 
deciding whether to go visit 
a property or not based on 


March Midi 
ACROSS 


1. By way of, briefly 
5. College app. figure 
8. Skateboard maneuver 
10. Get a table for one, say 
11. GOAT and GTFO, e.g. 
12. Hawaiian word for seaweed 
13. Flotsam and jetsam 


19. Green houses? 


20. Home to the NCAA's 


Billikens 


21. Islamic holy book 
22. Lunar New Year in Vietnam |; 
23. Full moons and rainbows, 


to some 


DOWN 


1. Dave Eggers novel set in 
the fictional Bay Area city of 


San Vincenzo 


2. "Just listen for a sec!" 
3. Do some Photoshopping 


Richmond Homes Sold in February* 


Address 


Bed Bath Sq.Ft. 


Price 


689 25th Ave. 3 


2 1480 $1,308,000 


114 10th Ave. 3 


2s 2,181 1,850,000 


224 Sea Cliff Ave. 


5 7,045 6,500,000 


*Partial listing. Source: M.L.S. 


the internet presence. Virtual 
tours with good photos and 
videos are more important 
than ever. 

Buying and selling a home 
is a stressful and emotional 
time in one’s life, and even 
more so during this uncertain 
time. But no matter what 
happens, there will be people 
who need to buy or sell. And 
that’s when good advice is 
necessary from a professional 


in helping to make that buying 
and selling decision as easy 
and painless as possible. 
John M. Lee is a broker 
with Compass specializing 
in the Richmond and Sunset 
districts. If you have any real 
estate questions, call him at 
415-465-0505 or email at 
Johnlee @isellsf.com. Find 
an archive of his columns at 
RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


POLICE BLOTTER 


Robbery With Gun 
During Auto Boost: 38th 
Avenue and Fulton Street in 
Golden Gate Park, Feb. 2, 

1 p.m. 

Two tourists from France 
parked their vehicle and brief- 
ly stepped away when they 
saw three suspects approach, 
smash the vehicle’s rear win- 
dow, and steal victim one’s 
backpack. 

Victim two chased the 
suspects back to the waiting 
getaway vehicle and grabbed 
the passenger-side window 
seal of the vehicle in an 
attempt to stop them. The ve- 
hicle continued driving away, 
dragging victim two until he 
fell to the ground, resulting in 
lacerations to their knees and 
foot. 

The backpack was recov- 
ered by units working in 
the citywide auto boost and 
robbery operation, and all but 
two small stolen items were 
returned to the victims. 


Robbery With Force, Con- 
spiracy, Malicious Mischief, 
Vandalism to Property: 3400 
Block of Geary Boulevard, 


Feb. 9, 8:24 p.m. 

A liquor store manager saw 
a large group of 20 subjects 
approaching the store. The 
manager believed they were 
going to enter the store 
together and ransack it. The 
manager started to close the 
front door of the store in order 
to lock it and prevent the inci- 
dent, but prior to fully closing 
the door, the subjects grabbed 
the door and forced it open. 

Nine suspects entered the 
store and stole bottles of li- 
quor while 10 suspects guard- 
ed the door. The manager was 
able to close the front door 
while some suspects were 
still inside. The suspects, still 
inside store, forced their way 
out the front door by breaking 
the door off the railing then 
fleeing on foot. 

One of the suspects was 
later detained and arrested 
with bottles of alcohol while 
the others dispersed from 
the area. Loss was valued at 
approximately $10,000 and 
damages to store was valued 
at approximately $5,000. No 
injuries were reported. 


6 7 


23 


© February 17, 2023 


6. Bowling targets 


7. Gibbon or bonobo 
9. Fishing lure 
11. A's div. 
14. Oahu's ___ Crater 
15. Small matter? 


16. "Chicago" actor Richard 
17. Zest 
18. IRS IDs 


8 Sign up today to support your 
neighborhood newspaper! Here >>>>> 
or at RichmondSunsetNews.com 


4.__ Bator, Mongolia 
5. Latch (onto) 
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MIKE STACK 


RICHMOND DISTRICT REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST 


Single Family Homes | Condominiums | Apartment Buildings 


415.500.7095 


mikestack@vanguardsf.com 


DRE #01932280 


V 


VANGUARD 
PROPERTIES 


DRE#01486075 


OutsideLands.org 
Western Neighborhoods Project 


sthp.org/enrollnow 


SAN FRANCISCO _(~ in 
HEALTH PLAN = ‘<\’¥) )) 


© 2023 San Francisco Health Plan  475701B +1023 


Please 
Support 
Our 
Local 
Merchants! 


Visit Geary Merchants in person or online: 
www.gearyblvd.org 


Exploring @ YAMAHA 


MUSIC Education Center 


Group Lessons Private Lessons 


Learn to Love Music 


For children ages 
3 — 8, based on the 


Piano | Violin | Drums 
Guitar | Vocals | Flute 
renowned Yamaha Trumpet | Saxophone 
Music Education : Guzheng | Erhu 
System » Clarinet | Ukulele. 

ve PD A ae) | All Ages. 


ri alas nannies LL h| 


814 Clement St San Francisco CA 94118 | 415-831-2500 exploringmusicusa.com 
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Commentary 


Quentin L. Kopp 


“y jj 


Voting Recommendations 


The late great U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandeis once observed: 
“The only title in our democracy 
superior to that of president is the title 
of citizen.” 

We’ ve had scoundrels in elective 
office, but our presidential choices this 
November present the worst in my 
fatigued memory: Joseph Biden and 
Donald Trump. The latter is obviously 
the most evil with his record of draft 
dodging during the Vietnam War 
(remember his alleged bone-spur!), 
coupled with cheating, lying and being 
ordered to court for four different 
criminal violations of federal and state 
laws. He’s the first president charged 
with federal crimes, facing 91 charges 
regarding classified government docu- 
ments and his attempt to overturn the 
2020 presidential election. President 
Biden, meanwhile, aided his son 
Hunter Biden in nefarious governmen- 
tal contract favoritism in Ukraine and 
elsewhere. Hunter Biden hasn’t, at this 
writing, been judicially charged, but I 


foresee him in the dock and his father 
a hostile (to the prosecutor) witness or 
maybe, a co-defendant. 

I’m also concerned with their 
respective ages. They’re “long in the 
tooth” with worldly responsibilities 
which require a high intelligence 
quotient and penetrating decisions. I 
like Trump’s only remaining Repub- 
lican opponent, 52-year-old Nikki 
Haley from South Carolina. What 
an American president she’d be as a 
woman without Hillary Clinton’s cor- 
rupt ambition, from a legal immigrant 
family and already a proud governor 
of a southern state. 

The problem with Mr. Biden 
abandoning the White House is Vice 
President Kamala Harris replacing 
him, either after his resignation or 
decision not to run. She’s the one- 
time San Francisco district attorney 
who defeated incumbent Terrance 
Hallinan by lying under oath in the 
2003 campaign. To qualify for “public 
financing” (i.e., taxpayer money) 


RichmondSunsetNews.com 


Our website combines content from the 
Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon 
newspapers with additional features, 

letters, columns and photos and more from 
San Francisco’s westernmost neighborhoods. 
The site averages 20,000 views per month. 

We can help get the word out about how your business or 
organization is serving the community by offering 
advertising opportunities at discounted prices. 

For rates and information, email 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


Sullivan's & Duggan's Serra Funeral Services 
6201 Geary Blvd., San Francisco corner of 26th 


FD228 


SULLIVAN'S and 
DUGGAN’S SERRA 


Funeral Services 


Proudly Serving 
Families in the Richmond District 


7 


Jonathon Travis, Lynne Shubunka & Fred Shevchenko, FDR 


For a more intimate and comforting experience 


in planning services 
* Your Local Neighborhood Funeral Providers 
* Cremation and Traditional Services 
* Pre-Planning Staff Available to Plan Your Services 
* Available 7 days a week to serve you 


Duggan's Serra Mortuary, Daly City FD1098 
6 Beautiful Chapels, 3 Indoor Reception Rooms 
3 Outdoor Reception Areas, Unlimited Parking 


she swore she wouldn’t spend over 
$250,000 in her campaign. So did 

the late Hallinan. Instead, she raised 
and spent over $1 million (plus that 
$250,000), tried unsuccessfully (and 
illegally) to withdraw her affidavit 
from the S.F. Ethics Commission and 
defeated Hallinan who earned public 
financing but kept his word to spend 
only $250,000. Author H.L. Mencken 
wisely observed: “The men American 
people admire most extravagantly are 
the most daring liars — the men they 
detest most violently are those who try 
to tell them the truth.” 

Another major American subject is 
illegal immigration. Over two million 
people illegally entered the U.S. in 
2023, according to U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection, and more than 
seven million lawbreaking aliens 
have crossed our borders during 
Mr. Biden’s presidency, the most in 
history. Illegal aliens even obtain tax- 
payer-financed benefits in states like 
California whose legislative analyst 
reported last month a probable $68 bil- 
lion deficit in California’s 2024-2025 
budget regarding which Gov. Gavin 
Newsom proposed in January to spend 
$208.7 billion. No wonder California 
lost 338,371 residents to other states 
while U.S.’ population increased by 
1.6 million from July 2022 to July 
2023, with Texas, Florida, Georgia, 
South Carolina and Tennessee claim- 
ing the most residential growth. That’s 
Census Bureau population data from 
Dec. 20, 2023. High state and local 
taxes comprise one reason for such 
migration, together with inflated ener- 
gy (like gasoline and PG&E bills) and 
residential property prices. New York, 
Illinois, New Jersey, Massachusetts 
and Maryland also lost population. 

Meanwhile, California’s high 
speed rail project continues to gob- 
ble taxpayer money and hoodwink 
taxpayers, while untruthfully claiming 
construction has begun in the Cen- 
tral Valley for a 171-mile segment 
between Merced and Bakersfield. If 
by “construction” those Sacramen- 
to-based tax-eaters mean diesel track, 
they might be truthful; their plan is to 


Kilduff’s Korner 


build that, not electrified train tracks, 
then later replace those with electrified 
train tracks, depending on funding. 
“Construction” to those tax-eaters 
manifestly must mean bridges and 
aqueducts because no track has been 
laid, almost 16 years after voters 
approved (52%-48%) a $9.95 billion 
general obligation bond issue. The 
White House last December conferred 
another $3.1 billion on the boondog- 
gle which now bears a total estimated 
$128 billion cost — and counting. I’m 
embarrassed, as the 1996 progenitor of 
the idea while State Senate Transpor- 
tation Committee chairman. 

Meanwhile, Bay Area public transit 
has been pummeled by COVID-19. 
The most recent figures on farebox re- 
covery ratios (meaning the percentage 
of annual expenses paid by annual fare 
totals) has diminished acutely. BART, 
which pre-2020 recovered about half 
its expenses from fares and 66% from 
fares on the BART-SFO line (I got that 
one right!), reported only 26% farebox 
recovery of expenses in 2022-2023. 
Muni reported a pathetic 10% (com- 
pared to about 25%) before COVID. 
The Golden Gate Bridge showed only 
7% (although the bridge cost was paid 
fully by 1980!) and the Santa Clara 
Valley Transportation Authority (VTA) 
maintained its deplorable status even 
with Silicon Valley’s 1.5 million pop- 
ulation. Hold onto your pocketbooks 
and wallets because now Gov. Newson 
is a “high-speed” train booster, and not 
the 2019 critic who disclosed: “The 
current project, as planned, would cost 
too much and respectfully take too 
long.” 

I close with Sam Houston’s soaring 
observation: “The benefits of educa- 
tion and of useful knowledge general- 
ly diffused through a community are 
essential to the preservation of a free 
government.” 

Quentin Kopp is a former San 
Francisco supervisor, state senator, SF 
Ethics Commission member, president 
of the California High Speed Rail 
Authority governing board and retired 
Superior Court judge. 
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Assembly 


Assemblymember Phil Ting 


Claim Your Earned Tax Credit 


It’s tax season. I wanted to highlight 
the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
programs, which provide tax refunds 
to millions of lower-wage workers 
and their families. Both the state and 
federal governments each administer 
one to help struggling workers with 
potentially sizeable tax refunds. 

California’s version, CalEITC, is 
considered one of the most effective 
tools to help lift people out of poverty, 
putting thousands of dollars into the 
pockets of folks who need it the most. 
If you earned less than $30,950 last 
year (2023), your check could be as 
much as $3,529, depending on the size 
of your household. 

There’s another $1,117 available 
on top of the CalEITC for each of the 
following: 

¢ Young Child Tax Credit (YCTC): 
Families with young children under 
the age of 6. 

¢ Foster Youth Tax Credit (FYTC): 
18 to 25 year olds placed in the foster 
care system when they were age 13 
or up. 

For the 2022 tax year, nearly 3.5 
million Californians were able to 
claim CalEITC, YCTC, and/or FYTC, 
putting more than $1.3 billion back in 
their wallets. There is also the federal 
EITC, which can boost tax refunds 
even higher. Together, the combined 
cash back from both programs can be 
life-changing — sometimes more than 
$12,000 for households with three or 
more children. 

During the years I was chair of the 


Assembly Budget Committee, I fought 
to expand the program, raising the 
income limit for CalEITC because I 
knew how impactful a tax credit can 
be. I also pushed for the inclusion 

of young adults, seniors aged 65 

and above with no dependents, and 
self-employed workers. 

The Legislature also acted to make 
Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) holders eligible to 
claim this state tax credit. These re- 
funds not only raise the quality of life, 
but also stimulate the local economy 
when EITC tax refunds are spent. 

Unfortunately, not everyone eligible 
to claim the CaIEITC does so, leaving 
millions of dollars on the table. The 
key to getting this cash back is to file 
a tax return. Many people miss out on 
EITCs because they don’t typically 
earn enough money to have to file a 
tax return, or they don’t owe taxes. 
But the paperwork is necessary to 
receive an EITC check. 

The money could be used to pay 
bills or meet everyday expenses. It 
can also be put into a saving account 
for emergencies, something that 
families living paycheck to paycheck 
can do. The tax credit also has proven 
longterm benefits. Research shows 
children whose families receive an 
EITC refund perform better in school 
and have better health outcomes. Now, 
that’s a great investment! 

Are you or someone you know 
missing out? Nonprofits operating Vol- 
unteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 


programs can connect people with free 
tax preparation services. While the 

tax deadline is April 15, filing as soon 
as possible means you can get your 
money back sooner. 

For more information, please visit: 
www.CalEITC4me.org. You can find 
out if you qualify, the nearest location 
providing free tax assistance, or how 
to file a return yourself. While you’re 


G 
R 


inquiring about CalEITC, you can also 
ask about the federal Earned Income 
Tax Credit. 

Phil Ting represents the 19th Assem- 
bly District, which includes the west 
side of San Francisco along with the 
communities of Broadmoor, Colma 
and Daly City as well as part of South 
San Francisco. Find an archive of his 
columns at RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


Abigai [G fynn 
Realtor - Broker / NOTARY PUBLIC / Residential Leasing Agent / DRE # 00512752 


I have been a residential rental agent in SF for 35+ years. I find 
tenants for landlords for reasonable fees. I show the property that is 


for rent and I write up all the necessary paperwork. Please call for 


more information. 


Cell: 415-827-2434 / AbigailGlynn@prodigy.net / 5014 Geary Blvd., SF 94118 


~ SRocery © 


415-661-7475 


www.otheravenues.coop 


eras q 7 — 
i y ENUVES 


OPERATIVE 


WORKER 
OWNED 
CO-OP 


100% Organic 
Produce 


r 5% Discount 
EBT & 60+ 


Liz Hanowsky Law 


An SF native here to serve your legal needs 
Estate Planning, Real Property, 
Landlord-Tenant & More 
415.484.8339 www.hanowskyesq.com 


COME SOAR WITH US AT 
SAINT MONICA SCHOOL 


stmonicasf.org 


Saint Monica School is an inclusive Catholic community of K-8 learners, 
rich in diversity of faith, culture, ethnicity and talent. 


Take a tour to learn more about our exceptional academic program, 
including newly renovated Science Center and STEM program. 


5950 Geary Blvd., SF, CA. | office@stmonicasf.org | 415.751.9564 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


APARTMENT AVAILABLE IN THE RICHMOND 
Applications are being accepted for a one bedroom, one bath apartment in the Richmond 
District. $2,650 plus deposit. Call Ari: 925-202-9437. 


APPLICATIONS NOW OPEN 
Problem Children is a summer mentorship program for teenage artists who are deeply 
curious, wildly ambitious and want to create beautiful, inspiring things. Sound like you? Apply 
today. Learn more at problemchildren.org. 


COMMENTARIES AND LETTERS 
From the editor: All commentaries we publish are the opinions of the writers and should 
not be considered our editorial stances on issues. We strive to remain neutral and offer a bal- 
ance of viewpoints. We invite readers who wish to express their opinions to send a letter to 
the editor to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Word limit for the newspaper is 350, for the 
website, 500. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


CONGRATULATIONS TRICIA! 
Stop by Cal's Pet Supply on March 2 between noon and 3 p.m. to help Tricia celebrate 13 
years of owning her beloved Richmond District pet supply store. 5950 California St. (at 22nd 
Avenue). 


FELTON TECH SQUAD 
Felton’s Tech Squad is providing free basic tech support for older adults and people 
with disabilities in the Richmond District. Ask questions regarding how to navigate your smart- 
phone, tablet or laptop. Drop-in for a one-on-one session in English, Russian, Cantonese or 
Mandarin. Friday, March 1, 1:30-3 p.m. at the Richmond Branch Library (351 Ninth Ave.). For 
more information, call 415-474-1558 or email techsquad@felton.org. 


FREE EVENTS AT THE SF PUBLIC LIBRARY, RICHMOND BRANCH 
351 NINTH AVE., 415-355-5600 
CHILDREN/FAMILY PROGRAMS: 
"Storytime." Playtime follows directly after Storytime. Limited to 46 participants, tickets re- 
quired. Tuesdays and Wednesdays, 11-11:30 a.m. 
"Storytime: For Babies.” Playtime follows directly after the Storytime. Limited to 46 partici- 
pants, tickets required. Mondays 11-11:30 a.m. 
“Activity: Lego Free Play.” Build skyscrapers, forts, castles or whatever your imagination desires 
with LEGO. For ages 5 and older. March 12, 3:30-5 p.m. 
"Performance: Music is First with Bryan Dyer." Listen to the musical talents of Bryan Dyer, ac- 
companied by musician Zareen Poonen Levien, as they share their love of music. Join the 
Richmond community to sing and learn together. For ages 4-12 and their families. Music is 
First! creates equity and access to music education for all children and communities. They pro- 
vide resources to gain the confidence and skills needed to integrate music into the everyday. 
Thursday, March 7, 6-6:45 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FOR KIDS and TEENS: 
"Workshop: Curly Bookworms.” Learn a basic crochet stitch and create your own bookworm 
bookmark. Supplies limited. For ages 9-18. Thursday, March 21, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
“Activity: Upcycled Terrarium." Reduce. Reuse. Recycle. Bring in your own glass container 
(about the size of a pasta jar) to make a custom DIY terrarium. Additional supplies will be 
provided. Thursday, March 21, 5-7 p.m. 
PROGRAMS FORALL AGES: 
"Refuse Refuse: Neighborhood Cleanup and Storytime." Led by community member Vince 
Yuen, meet at the 10th Avenue door of the Richmond Library to help with neighborhood clean- 
up. Every second Tuesday of the month. March 13, 3:30-4:30 p.m. 
ADULT PROGRAMS: 
"Breath meditation and Gentle Yoga with Don Narin." Guided meditation for calming and 
stress release with a gentle form of yoga that anyone can do. No movement beyond what is 
comfortable for you. Very relaxing and calming. Every Thursday, 11 a.m.-noon. 
"Tutorial: Drop-In Tech Support for Older Adults with the Felton Institute Tech Squad." Get one- 
on-one help with your phone or tablet, searching the Internet, setting up an email account and 
other basic computer tasks. Cantonese-speaking Tech Squad members are available to assist. 
Friday, March 1, 1:30-3 p.m. 
"Services: Cal Fresh Applications Assistance.” CalFresh is a governmental program for people 
with low incomes who meet federal income eligibility requirements. CalFesh application help 
is provided from 3:30-4:30 p.m. by the staff of the Felton Institute. Friday, March 1, 3:30-4:30 
m. 
"Read Together, Silent Book Club.” Bring any book (fiction or nonfiction) for a period of silent 
reading followed by a discussion when you share what you are reading with others. The club 
meets every other Wednesday. Wednesdays, March 6 and 20, 3-5 p.m. 
"Tutorial: Tech Savy at 60+." Learn basics of tablets and iPhones. It is a seven-class series. 
Please bring your own devices: Apple/Android. The class is taught in Cantonese. Space is limit- 
ed, please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self-Help for the Elder- 
ly. Wednesday, March 6, 1:30-2:15 p.m. 
"Tech Time: Book a librarian." Reserve one-on-one tech assistance with our librarian. Sessions 
cover basic computer skills, Email set up, Microsoft office and eResources. Each session will be 
30 minutes. English and Chinese language available. Spaces limited. Reservations required: 
415-355-5600. Friday, March 8, 3-4 p.m. 
"Workshop: The Opera in You: Write Your Story." We partner with the San Francisco Opera to 
bring you a series of engaging personal writing and storytelling workshops. What's your story? 
Led by experienced teachers, "The Opera In You" workshops draw from the richness of personal 
experiences to bring out your unique narrative in a creative and collaborative environment, 
enhancing your storytelling skills along the way. Each workshop series culminates in free pub- 
lic events where participants are warmly encouraged to share their stories. Selected narratives 
might even be transformed into songs showcased on stage. Opera truly belongs to everyone. 
Discover the power of your story and let your voice be heard! Space is limited. Reservations 
required: 415-355-5600. Saturdays, March 9, 16, 23 and 30, 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
"Presentation: The Art and Science of Succulents.” Participants will examine the beautiful 
world of succulents. The science of growing succulents including planting location, soil mixes 
and amendments, water, light, repotting and propagation, diseases and pests, and horticultur- 
al forms and oddities will be explored. And finally, examples of the use of color, succulents in 
containers, and art displays and ideas will be shared. Saturday, March 9, 2-3:30 p.m. 
“Presentation: SF Environment Healthy Homes.” Learn how to improve indoor air quality and 
control unwanted pests. Free cleaning supplies are available on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Tuesday, March 12, 2-3 p.m. 
"Workshop: Westside Affordable Housing in the Richmond and Sunset.” This workshop offers 
affordable housing resources and educational information in the Sunset and Richmond dis- 
tricts. You will learn how to apply for affordable housing, who qualifies for affordable housing, 


how many units will be built in the community and why it matters to Richmond and Sunset 
residents. In English and Cantonese. English session 2-3 p.m. Cantonese session 3:30-4:30 
p.m. Please reserve: 415-355-5600. This program is in partnership with Self Help for the El- 
derly. Saturday, March 23, 2-4:30 p.m. 


GEORGE WASHINGTON H.S. AUTO SHOP FUNDRAISER 
The George Washington High School Auto Shop will hold its third annual Car, Truck & 
Motorcycle Show on Saturday, April 20, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Live music, food and drink available for 
purchase, as well as raffle tickets. $35 in advance (or $40 cash day-of, only if space available) 
for vehicle participants which includes a boxed lunch. Free for spectators. No alcohol and no 
smoking (anything) anywhere on campus. Call for sponsorships, which will place your name/ 
company on the event program AND on the back of the official T-shirt: 
¢ Bronze ($150) will help purchase supplies and spread needed awareness. 
e Silver ($300) will help purchase costly protective equipment. 
° Gold ($500) will help purchase welding supplies and sheet metal. 
We depend on those who care about high school students to sponsor our annual auto show. 
Pay by check to GWHS Auto Shop, 600 32nd Ave., SF CA 94121, or Venmo (@Silvio-DelRosso). 
Please specify the name and logo to use. Donations of raffle prizes are welcome, too. We gladly 
accept any items you are able to provide. We invite you to come visit the auto shop at George 
Washington High School. Register at http://tinyurl.com/GWHSCarShowReg. 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

Happy March birthday to Ramona Barker, Ryan Bermudez, Catherine Brady Brown, Dab- 
heyba Carney, Jashua Carter, Jasrrie Chang, Albert Chow, Kimberly Davis, Kristopher Davis, 
Francois Dermu, VMD PhD, Jasmine Gillies, Christopher Grainger, Ron Ishida, Joanna Juarez, 
Sarah K., Alex Kozakiewicz, Leon Litwak, Kimberly Lue, Patricia Lue, Bertha Mejia, Barbara 
Messick, Peter Nicoletti, Sunny Patel, Thomas K. Pendergast, Jett Wayne Peterson, Rose Rein- 
heimer, Milady Rodriguez, Gabriel Rowland, Scarlett Rowland, Maddy and Ken Russak, Jessica 
Pontigo Sevier, Mike Sill, Gina Stella, Luis Stella, Brendan and Daniel Van Nostrand, Angeli- 
na Tracy, Gabriela Pacheco Ventura, Big Jim Wierzba and Rickey Wong. To add a name to the 
monthly birthday list, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Free. 


HOUSE PAINTING 
Do you need your house to be painted? We specialize in exterior restoration, interior 
renovation and more! To learn more, go to Bluefogpainting.com. 


MEETTHE EDITOR OF THE RICHMOND REVIEW 

Meet the editor of the Richmond Review: You are invited to meet with Michael Durand, 
editor and publisher of the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers and the Rich- 
mondSunsetNews.com website. Bring your story ideas, feedback, suggestions, questions, 
announcement items and advertising inquiries. We are also welcoming new writers and pho- 
tographers interested in contributing stories and photos. The Meet the Editor session is at the 
One Richmond storefront, 802 Clement St., every second Thursday of the month, 1-2:30 p.m. 
For more information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Sched- 
uled appointments not necessary but appreciated. 


ONLINE-ONLY CONTENT 
Visit our website, to find features that you can't find in the newspaper. Look for “Cooking 
Together,” by Shanta Nimbark Sacharoff, “Overtures and Undertows,” a column by Noma 
Faingold, a talented writer and longtime contributor to the Richmond Review and Sunset Bea- 
con newspapers and "A Shot of Salvation” by Deno Gellepes. Check out the recent "Photos of 
the Month" gallery. RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


‘PHOTOS OF THE MONTH’ ONLINE GALLERY 
Photographers are invited to submit three of their best photos for consideration to be 
published in the "Photos of the Month" gallery on RichmondSunsetNews.com. The website 
averages 20,000 views per month. Please submit photos as jpegs on the 15th of each month. 
For more information, email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com or call 415-706-6428. 


REFUSE REFUSE CLEANUPS 
Friday, March 1, 8-9 a.m., Morning Coffee Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/event/513212/. 
Friday, March 1, 3:30-5 p.m., Clement Street Happy Hour Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/437706/. 
Saturday, March 2, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Sunday, March 3, 10 a.m.-noon, Outer Richmond Cleanup, 
event/450069/. 
Thursday, March 7, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Rise and Grind Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/413075/. 
Thursday, March 7, 3:30-4:30 p.m., One Richmond Cleanup, 
event/528372/. 
Saturday, March 9, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, 
event/399341/. 
Tuesday, March 12, 3:30-4:30 p.m., Richmond Library Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/553131/. 
Saturday, March 16, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Saturday, March 23, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 
Saturday, March 23, 1-3 p.m., Vince's Trashy Birthday Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/444715/. 
Saturday, March 30, 10 a.m-noon, Richmond District Cleanup, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/441884/. 
Saturday, March 30, 10-11:30 a.m., KEEP Ocean Beach Clean, mobilize.us/togethersf/ 
event/399341/. 


mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


mobilize.us/togethersf/ 


REMEDY FEELIN’ PERFORMS AT NOISE RECORDS 
Local band Remedy Feelin’ and the band Dear Mateo will perform at Noise Records, 3427 
Balboa St., on Saturday, March 30, 1-3 p.m. Free for all ages. 


NEIGHBORHOOD WALKING GROUPS FOR SENIORS 
Join other seniors on weekly/biweekly walks in your neighborhood. Currently, the 
walks are in the Inner Richmond and at Stern Grove. More walks in the Richmond and Sunset 
are being planned. Find the next walk on Meetup.com and search for "San Francisco 50+ 


Continued on page 12 
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Paid Political Advertisement 


DEMOCRAT 
DANIEL LURIE 
FOR MAYOR 


Plan for Change in the Richmond. 


>» CEO of a nationally renowned and successful i) Get serious about public safety by increasing police 
anti-poverty organization who built a career staffing and foot patrols so it's safe to walk in every 
being accountable for taking on tough problems neighborhood. 
and delivering results. 


— Increase specialized care and provide shelter beds 


> Helped 6,000 people transition out of homelessness, for anyone who needs them. 


and built 145 housing units for the formerly homeless - 


on time and under budget using union labor. EJ Stop smash and grabs and shut down open-air 


> Successfully built affordable housing projects drug markets. 
efficiently and under budget, spending thousands less , 
per unit than similar projects led by City Hall. 4 | Cut red tape and the maze of regulations that 
burden small businesses. 
>» Raised $500 million to provide housing and job 
opportunities for hundreds of thousands of families 
struggling with addiction, mental illness, and 
homelessness. 


A 


Daniel .com 


Ad paid for by Believe in SF Lurie for Mayor 2024 
Ad Committee’s Top Funders 
1. Miriam ‘Mimi’ Haas ($1,000,000) 
2. Jan Koum ($250,000) 
3. Oleg Nodelman ($250,000) 
This advertisement was not authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate. 


Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org. 
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‘Then and Now’: Fulton Street at Great Highway 


SH 


7 


Bee 


Left: Sheehan’s Tavern sat on the corner of Fulton Street and Great Highway in 1913. The building known as Cycler’s Rest is visible be- 
hind it, where the Safeway parking lot is today. Photo courtesy of a private collector/Western Neighborhoods Project/OpenSFHistory. 
Right: It would be interesting to see the reaction of a time traveler from 1913 when they see the collection of condos in that location 


today. Photo by Michael Durand. 


JAMES J. RUSSO, CPA 


Income Tax Preparation and Planning 


JamesJRusso@gmail.com / 415-759-5086 


YOU DESERVE BETTER. 


| | 1 8 


€ 


brionesrepublicans.org 
fe 


Jeremiah Boehner 
Marketing Professional, 
U.S. Army Veteran 


Martha Conte 
Marketing/Branding 
Professional, Civic Leader 


Nick Berg 


Real Estate Executive 


Peter Elden 


Real Estate Executive 


Tom Rapkoch 


Product Manager 


Deah Williams 


Security Professional 


Grazia Monares 


Small Business Owner 


Jan Diamond 
Real Estate Partner, 
Community Advocate 


Jay Donde 
Attorney, CAGOP Delegate 


Jennifer Yan 


Technology Investor 


For more information on the Briones 
Society candidates, scan the QR code. 


Paid Political Advertisement. Ad paid for by Briones Society PAC. 


Send letters, comments 
and suggestions to: 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 


C8” _ iT 
TREATING EVERY PET 


LIKE THEY’RE PART 
OF OUR FAMILY. 


az 
yr , 2 
Wane 


415.702.3255 


1434 Irving St., San Francisco, CA 94122 


Preventative Care 
Emergency Care 
Surgery 

Dental Care 
Diagnostics 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 


Continued from page 10 


Neighborhood Walking Groups," or sign up for our newsletter at sfwalking.beehiiv.com. 

If you would prefer to wait until a group is established near you, or if you are interested in 
starting a group in your neighborhood, contact Richard at richwei94102@gmail.com or 415- 
562-6075. 


STAMP COLLECTOR AND STAMP COLLECTIONS 
Stamp collector is buying stamps and stamp collections. | am buying “older stamps” from 
the 1800s to 1930. American Philatelic Society member since 1986. Pictures are appreciated. 
Call or text message 415-533-0761. 


THANK YOU! 

Sincere thanks to the Richmond Review readers who generously donate to the Pat- 
reon funding campaign. Your contribution helps keep us financially healthy. If you signed up 
and haven't received Richmond Review branded products (tote bag, pens, coffee mug, hat or 
shirt), please send an email to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com.We would also like to share 
just your name in the paper to thank you. Please let us know if that is OK. To donate, please visit 
our website to sign up for our Patreon campaign, send a check to Richmond Review, P.O. Box 
16035, SF, CA, 94116 or send via PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Thank you! 


Announcements: $1 per word, 20 word minimum. Share birthday greetings, wed- 
dings, anniversaries, births, obituaries, graduations, sports highlights, business 
accomplishments, retirements, college admissions, etc. 


Announcements run in the Richmond Review and Sunset Beacon newspapers 
(36,200 copies) and on RichmondSunsetNews.com (average of 20,000 views per 
month). Ads must be pre-paid. Deadline: 22nd of the month. Mail check to: P.O. 
Box 16035, S.F.,CA 94116 or use PayPal to Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. Call 
415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com for more details. 


FREE: Add a name to the monthly birthday list or a community event announce- 
ments free of charge. 


We support small businesses: Free announcements for small businesses celebrat- 
ing an anniversary or other significant milestone or event. Send announcement to 
Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com. 


LOOK FOR US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook: SF Richmond Review 


Instagram: @RichmondSunsetNews 
X: @RichmondSunset 
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Sr Democratic County Central Committee 


A Democratic Party Leader Who Will Endorse 
Commonsense Politicians and Policies 


The Democratic County Central Committee (DCCC) is the governing body of 
San Francisco’s local Democratic Party. On the March 5 ballot, you have the 
opportunity to elect new members to the DCCC. 


Lanier believes we can have a criminal justice system The Current Leaders Of The Local Democratic Party 
that is effective and fair. Lanier’s track record: Have Failed To Prioritize Children And Public Safety. 


Y Led effort to add language to the California The Current DCCC: 


Democratic Party Platform to support businesses x Refused to take a position on the School 
against vandalism and organized retail crime Board recall 


Serves on the board of Huckleberry Youth, a 
nonprofit that manages juvenile diversion in 
San Francisco 


Y Supports a fully-staffed police department 


x Opposed the police gaining access to modern 
technology so they can be more effective at 
solving crime (Prop E) 


Learn more at LanierColes.com and SFDemocratsforChange.org 


Paid for by Lanier Coles for Democratic County Central Committee 2024. FPPC #1463382 
Financial disclosures are available at sfethics.org 
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Legacy Business Hamburger paver Bounces Back After COVID-19 


By Beth Bodner 


Hamburger Haven is the 
place to be on a blustery Rich- 
mond morning, and it has been 
for 56 years. The longtime 
establishment perched on the 
corner of Ninth Avenue and 
Clement Street boasts a wider 
history beyond just its ham- 
burgers. 

A lazy breakfast at Ham- 
burger Haven will be accom- 
panied by views of the calm 
but fast-paced open kitchen, 
*60s-era wood paneling and 
the comfort of an original 
green vinyl booth or bar stool. 
It is evident upon entering that 
the restaurant embodies the 
American diner tradition, not 
only in its ambiance but also in 
the warmth exuded by its staff. 

The current owner, Rooz- 
beh “Rooz” Falahati, shared 
that the diner has seen many 
phases of Clement Street. He 
took over the business from 
his father in 2020 with whom 
he still enjoys playing tennis 
three times a week. Falahati 
grew up around the corner, at 
11th Avenue and Geary Boule- 


An Inner Richmond fixture, Hamburger Haven sits on 
the corner of Ninth Avenue and Clement Street and 
has been serving customers since 1968. Photos by 


Beth Bodner. 


vard — his family’s Richmond 
ties go back to the 1960s. 
Falahati’s father, Majid, had 
just moved to San Francisco 
from Iran and his plan was to 
study math at USF, then even- 
tually return home to find a 
job. Legend has it that one of 
the partners of Mel’s Drive-In 
first opened Hamburger Haven 
in 1968 and sold it to a man 
named Andy. Majid became 
acquainted with Andy and 


The 173rd Annual San Francisco 


St Patrick’s Day Parade & Festival 
Will be dha on owe pres 16th, 2024 


Be Irish 
For A Day! 
uissf.org / unitesf.net 


www.facebook.com/SaintPatricksDaySF 


Need Expert Professional 


Real Estate Services? 


began working at Hamburger 
Haven in 1972. He became 
manager in 1974 and took over 
operations in 1976. 

“There was a lot more going 
on in the Richmond in the “70s 
and ‘80s,’ Falahati said. 

Hamburger Haven saw 
more nightlife, served lunch 
and dinner, and was open un- 
til the wee hours of the night. 
Diners at Hamburger Haven 
could smoke inside. Holy City 
Zoo, the comedy club where 
Robin Williams got his start, 
was once located in what is 
now Scarlet Lounge a few 
blocks down. After a comedy 
show, some of the performers 
would mosey down the street 
for a late-night meal. 

Today’s Inner Richmond is 
a hot spot for tasty eateries, 
which tend to close on the ear- 
lier side. 

Not much has changed over 
time at Hamburger Haven. 

“Our prices have changed, 
but the menu has not,” Falaha- 
ti said. 

During and after the pan- 
demic, the Falahati family 
was uncertain as to wheth- 
er the diner would stay in its 
long-term location. After years 
of navigating tiresome lease 
negotiations with no interest 
in shifting business to meet 
COVID-19 dining restrictions, 
the future of the restaurant was 
looking doubtful. 

The Chinatown Community 
Development Center (CCDC) 
played a big part in Hamburg- 
er Haven’s return. The CCDC 
purchased the building at 800 
Clement St. with funding from 
the city’s Small Sites Program 
in 2018. The organization 


particularly wanted to protect 
the rent-controlled residential 
units behind the diner. Fala- 
hati was able to negotiate with 
the landlord to suspend paying 
rent during the pandemic and 
later began discussing sub- 
lease options. 

Late one night in 2022, Fala- 
hati found himself on the inter- 
net buying kitchen equipment 
to replace Hamburger Haven’s 
appliances, which dated back 
to 1969. 

“We didn’t have a new lease 
yet,” he divulged. It was then 
he knew that his heart was into 
keeping the legacy going. 

Hamburger Haven reopened 
on July 11, 2022, and many of 
the employees from before the 
pandemic came back to serve 
breakfast to regular customers. 

“People missed it,” Falahati 


said with a smile. “Business 
has been great since the din- 
er’s return.” 

As for the name, Falahati 
mentioned that “haven” was a 
commonplace diner moniker 
and quipped, “I would rather 
eat at a hamburger haven than 
a spinach haven.” 

Whether it’s the Haven Veg- 
gie Burger or the Irish Break- 
fast, a stop at Hamburger Hav- 
en is sure to leave you feeling 
satiated and nostalgic. 

Hamburger Haven, located 
at 800 Clement St., features a 
unique corner entrance with 
a red awning. The business 
received legacy status in De- 
cember 2017. Visit sf.gov/leg- 
acy-business-program to learn 
more about the Legacy Busi- 
ness Program. 


Hamburger Haven offers a nostalgic throwback ambi- 
ence that harkens back to the 1960s. 


Comedians who performed at the Holy City Zoo, a bar 
that is now called Scarlet Lounge, would often walk 
five blocks west to eat at Hamburger Haven. The most 
famous of the comedians who got their start at the 
Holy City Zoo was Robin Williams (center) who went 
on to a legendary career as a beloved comedian and 
Academy Award-winning actor. Courtesy photo. 


Ms. Marian’s Dance Garden 


Voted “BEST DANCE STUDIO” in the Richmond District by readers of the Richmond Review! 


Contact John Lee today for a free consultation: 


(415) 465-0505 or johnlee@isellsf.com NEW TO THE DANCE GARDEN: 


@ SATURDAYS! 


Tap 101 for Parent and Child - 3pm 
Intermediate Tap - 5pm 
Advanced Tap - 4pm 


@ SUNDAYS! 


Urban Dance Choreography 
Nam-12:30pm For Beginner/ 
Intermediate Dancers In Grades 6-8 


As your Trusted Advisor 
I will listen carefully to all your real estate needs and desires, 
and share with you my experience, perspective, and expertise. 


As your Skilled Negotiator 
I will help you explore all options. I will respect your 
confidentiality. I will steadfastly represent your best interests. 


AUDITION .: 


Sunday, 
March 3rd 


As your Expert Facilitator 1-40 
I will assemble, coordinate, and assist your team of service Pp wv 
providers. I will lead your transaction to a successful close. be 


COMPASS | Se 


lo : A Bench Saskd 
H Hy t (s. Marian’ 
Serving as your local newspaper co umnist for the past 25 years. Dance Carden 


a 


Smart. Empathic. 
Experienced. Dedicated. 


For full description and fees, visit: 
www.DanceGardenSF.com - 415-377-2351 
5841 Geary Blvd/22nd & 23rd Ave : San Francisco, CA 94121 


www.isellsf.com 
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Audrey Liu 
Solutions to Prevent Traffic Tragedies 


At around 5:18 a.m. on Jan. 31, 
before twilight or sunrise had struck, 
a driver set off and headed westbound 
on Fulton Street. Driving down the hill 
just before the road’s intersection with 
Arguello, they proceeded through on a 
green light. However, an elderly man 
was still walking across the street. 

We lost another neighbor to traffic 
violence in the crash that ensued. 

One can hypothesize a myriad 
of factors that lead to the crash. It 
was dark out, therefore visibility 
was reduced. The driver could have 
been tired. Maybe the victim began 
crossing the intersection too late. 

But this isn’t the first traffic crash on 
Fulton. According to San Francisco 
city data, in the past year two people 
have died and almost 50 people were 
injured on Fulton. Arguello Boulevard, 
too, is notably a part of SFMTA’s 
high-injury network, the 12% of city 
streets responsible for almost 70% of 
severe and fatal injuries. While every 
collision has unique circumstances, 
the overarching pattern is clear and 
consistent: Fulton and Arguello are 
undeniably dangerous streets. 

Traffic crashes have been coupled 
with automobiles since their inception. 
If one were to look at the map of traf- 
fic injuries and deaths from 1927, be- 
fore robust traffic rules and regulation, 
and compare it with today’s SFMTA 
map, there are striking similarities. 
Crashes occur overwhelmingly on 
main thoroughfares, where cars can 
drive fast and are near dense popula- 
tion centers like merchant corridors, 
neighborhoods or parks. 

A compelling theory that connects 
many of our City’s crashes is that 
vehicle speeds (and weight) increase 
the deadliness of a crash, and pedes- 
trian density increases the likelihood. 
The history of traffic engineering has 
designed our city streets to move cars 
fast even in the most populated areas. 

Looking through this lens, it is 
no coincidence that Fulton has such 
a shameful record. In recent years, 
SFMTA proposed, and partially 
completed, the “Fulton Street Safety 
and Transit Project” to address some 
of these concerns. Daylighting and 
painted safety zones have improved 
the visibility of pedestrians in some 
locations, but the project does not go 
far enough to address the underlying 
problem. Cars are allowed to drive at 
30 m.p.h., faster compared to a much 
wider thoroughfare like Geary Boule- 
vard. Critically, a pedestrian collision 
at that speed could also mean around a 
20% chance of death. Fulton is next to 
a daycare, senior center, coffee shop, 
residential units and Golden Gate 
Park. Plenty of people congregate 
around and travel along Fulton every 
day, yet there are substandard cross- 


walks with no signal or pedestrian 
cycle. The walk timer at Arguello is 
50% shorter compared to Sixth, Eighth 
and 10th avenues. Ultimately, street 
design and regulation exacerbate these 
crashes. 

Short-term solutions to Fulton’s traf- 
fic crashes involve extending walk sig- 
nal times and installing speed cameras. 
Long-term solutions could include a 
dedicated bus lane to increase transit 
ridership, pedestrian bulb outs, and 
reduced speed limits from 30 m.p.h. to 
25 or even 20. 

There are exceedingly few mu- 
nicipalities in the world that have 
achieved Vision Zero, the goal of zero 
traffic deaths and no serious injuries. 
While this partly speaks to the scale 
of the problem — undoing decades of 
“auto mania” that widened streets, 
removed streetcars and expanded 
parking since the 1950s — it also indi- 
cates the political challenges involved. 
Still, there are lessons our City and 
neighborhood can learn from the few 
that accomplished this milestone. 

Oslo achieved Vision Zero in 
2019 by reimagining their streets to 
be more people focused and public 
transportation oriented. Parking was 
removed in favor of miniature parks 
and pedestrianized spaces. Danger- 
ous arterial roads were redesigned to 
prioritize biking and buses. And traffic 
was calmed to much safer speeds. 
Co-benefits also included significantly 
reduced transportation emissions and a 
more connected and vibrant city. 

Anxieties and concerns bubble up 
when road space or parking is reduced 
in favor of safer pedestrian or active 
transportation infrastructure. The 
Richmond is no exception. It is tempt- 
ing to say that this dichotomy doesn’t 
exist. But it is not a coincidence that 
America leads OECD (Organization 
for Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment) countries in traffic deaths 
and drives the most per capita than 
anywhere else in the world. Solving 
traffic crashes will require us to reflect 
upon our beliefs around transportation 
and question if the ubiquity of driving 
is worth the toll on our community. 

There is no doubt that the driver 
who crashed into our neighbor would 
do anything to avoid this tragedy 
given the chance to do so. Collectively 
we have prioritized the movement of 
vehicles over the safety and livability 
of our City. What is left for us is to de- 
cide whether we want these tragedies 
to continue. I urge our neighborhood 
to take a step toward a safer Rich- 
mond. Please consider emailing our 
representatives for a safer Fulton. 

Audrey Liu a D1 resident and a 
local transportation advocate, and 
member of San Francisco Transit Rid- 
ers Union, Walk SF and Bike SF. 


Hosted by the Park Presidio-Sunset Lions Club 


Sunday, March 10 


St. Anne’s Church ¢ 850 Judah St. 
1-5 p.m. 
$40 Includes snacks, soft drinks and 3 cards per game! 


For more information or to RSVP, 
email Paul at editor @sfrichmondreview.com 


Joe’s Ice Cream 
5420 Geary Blvd. 
415-751-1950 


Connect with us online: 
joesicecream.com 

instagram.com/joesicecreamsf | 
facebook. com/joesicecreamsf 


A Richmond District 
Favorite Since 1959! 


TRY OUR DELICIOUS BURGERS, CRISPY FRIES, HOT DOGS, SALADS AND MORE 
Voted “Best Ice Cream” in the 2022/23 “Best of the Richmond District” 


survey by the readers of the Richmond Review newspaper. 


Brought to you by Friends of Great Highway Park 


SUNDAYS ~ 
| atthe BEACH 


Fun and FREE events every Sunday 
at Great Highway Park 


1st Sunday 2nd Sunday 3rd Sunday 4th Sunday 
CHAIR YOGA LIVE MUSIC TAI CHI MAT YOGA 
Judah&GreatHwy Judah&GreatHwy Judah&GreatHwy Judah & Great Hwy 
2pm 12—2pm 10am 12pm 


y” 
OUTER nee ae 


FARMERS | 
MARHEHET | 


& MERCANTILE 


SUNDAYS 
- YEAR- ROUND 
_ 9AM-2PM 


37TH & ORTEGA 


GALA | 


MARAE CO. 


Ta Sunset Beacon JOCL @) 


BuildingKidzSchool 


Bisretwcisco | Poslside 


Sierra Windows & Doors 
Custom & Standard Wood Windows & Doors 


® (415) 318-9149 

ix) contact@sierrawindowsanddoors.com 
C3) www.sierrawindowsanddoors.com 

‘°® 1795 Bancroft Ave. SF, CA, 94124 


AN AD THIS SIZE COSTS ONLY $25 PER MONTH 


Call 415-706-6428 for information. 
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Influential Photographer Irving Penn’ s Works at de Young Museum 


By Noma Faingold 


People might be aware of 
master photographer Irving 
Penn (1917-2009) having 
seen his austere, innovative, 
high-contrast black-and-white 
Vogue Magazine fashion 
spreads. Or maybe viewers 
have come across his bare- 
bones, character-revealing 
portraits of artists and luminar- 
ies like Truman Capote, Pablo 
Picasso and boxer Joe Lewis. 
Then there’s the pristine still 
life works, at times looking 
like representational paintings 
while others seem abstract. 

In Penn’s nearly 70-year 
career, he amassed the most 
diverse body of photographs, 
from everyday people (butch- 
er, baker and sewer cleaner), 
landscapes, ethnographic por- 
traits, closeups of flowers, 
provocative but artistically 
shot nudes of real-size women 
(taken in 1949-50 but not pub- 
licly exhibited until the 1980s) 
and literally, unapologetically 
made trash into art. 

Penn was known for his 
precise, simple composition 
and use of light. But he also 
embraced new ideas and tech- 
niques with printing. 

Four local photographers 
with different styles, at differ- 
ent stages in life, have each 
been influenced by Penn in 
some way and plan to attend 
the 175-photo retrospective, 
March 16-July 21, at the de 
Young Museum. 


David Stroud 

Like Irving Penn, Outer 
Sunset resident Stroud has 
evolved from being a fine arts 
photographer to adding paint- 
ing and drawing to his creative 
pursuits. He has also written 
extensively about photogra- 
phy, including the text for a 
couple of coffee table books 
published by Carmel’s Pho- 
tography West Gallery where 
he once worked. 

Born in Berkeley and raised 
in the Napa Valley, Stroud be- 
came interested in photogra- 
phy as a young teen when he 
got his first photo kit. 

“T took it seriously,’ Stroud 
said. “I set up a home dark 
room.” 

He earned a degree in En- 
glish literature at UC Santa 
Cruz before going to gradu- 
ate school at the University of 
Kent in England. After living 
in Pacific Grove for 12 years, 
he moved to San Francisco in 
1989. He gets invited to be in 
group shows at local galleries, 
such as a show last fall at the 
Coastal Arts League Gallery in 
Half Moon Bay. 

One of the many reasons 
Stroud admires Penn is be- 


Photo by David Stroud. 


“Joe Louis.” Photo by Irving Penn courtesy of The Metropolitan Museum of Art, gift 
of The Irving Penn Foundation, 2021. © Conde Neste 


cause “he was an amazing art- 
ist working in a commercial 
field,” he said. “It’s hard to put 
your finger on it, but he was so 
unique and covered so many 
different subjects. He had re- 
markable clarity in everything 
he did. It makes anything very 
penetrating.” 

Stroud appreciates Penn’s 
perfectly arranged still life im- 
ages, as well as the bare-bones 
portraits of notable artists like 
Georgia O’Keefe. 

“She’s squeezed into a cor- 
ner. She looks skeptical and 
compacts her body. It’s not 
very flattering. It makes her 
look ordinary,” he said. 

In the 1970s, Penn turned 
his attention to subjects like 
cigarette butts and discarded 
objects in the street, which 
Stroud finds stunning. 

“I love those cigarette 
butts,” Stroud said. “He’s ex- 
ploring decomposition and de- 
cay. Those cigarettes have a lot 
of character.” 


Joeann Edmonds Matthew 
Joeann Edmonds Matthew 
of Mill Valley relates to Penn’s 


“Spring Oaks. 2 pro Joeann Edmonds Matth 


need to be eclectic in what to 
shoot. 

“He was into a lot of sub- 
jects like me, and really weird 
things,” she said. “That’s how 
creative artists work. You can’t 
just do one thing.” 

She spent decades as a union 
makeup artist and wardrobe 
stylist for film and commer- 
cials, including “The Matrix” 
and several movies starring 
Robin Williams. She took 
pictures of her work and the 
productions while on set. But 
she didn’t take her photos se- 
riously until her husband at the 
time, Ron Edmonds, a Pulitzer 
Prize winning photojournalist 
for Associated Press, taught 
her some of the technical as- 
pects of photography. 

After the Sacramento-born 
Edmonds Matthew raised her 
two children and retired seven 
years ago, her artistic photog- 
raphy went into high gear. 

“I work on photography ev- 
ery day. I like photography be- 
cause it’s instant gratification,” 
she said. 

Edmonds Matthew, who 
shows her work in small Bay 


Area galleries and state fairs, 
likes to experiment with digi- 
tal photo software. Currently, 


she is working on a surreal- 
ist series she calls, “Spaces- 
capes.” 

“I made one out of mashed 
potatoes. I pushed the tech to 
the max,” she said. “I don’t 
know if they are good. I just 
love doing them.” 

Edmonds Matthew, who 
is most influenced by Penn’s 
landscapes, wouldn’t miss the 
de Young exhibit for anything. 

“T’m drawn to the beautiful, 
exacting fashion stuff he did 
for Vogue and the nudes he did 
with real bodies. You don’t see 
that in magazines,” she said. 
“But what’s great is he made it 
acceptable to creatively go all 
over the place.” 


Nick Haste 

During his tour of duty in 
the Navy, Haste started taking 
photos after arriving at differ- 
ent ports around the world. Af- 
ter he left the navy, he wanted 
to learn more about photogra- 
phy and enrolled at the Acade- 
my of Art. 

Since graduating, Haste, 35, 
has been working on build- 
ing his portfolio and teaching 
photography at the non-profit 
youth program First Expo- 
sures. He has concentrated on 
fashion but takes a naturalis- 
tic approach. He collaborates 
with stylists but does not use 
hairstylists or makeup artists. 
Like Penn, Haste prefers nat- 
ural light. 

Haste, who lives in the West 
Portal area, is also immersed 
in a personal portrait project of 
African Americans in the City. 

“Tm taking pictures of 
working people,” he said. “T 
want to highlight how we’re 
not being portrayed. There’s 
so much to us. It’s about the 
resilience of people.” 

He said Penn led the way 
in defying what fashion mag- 
azines expected from photog- 
raphers. 

“He gave a glimpse that we 
don’t have to seek that perfect 
model. We can show everyday 
people and still be successful.” 


Ed Jay 
San Francisco native Ed Jay, 
66, was a controller at a num- 
ber of financial institutions un- 


Continued on page 17 


“Portrait With Max.” Photo by Nick Haste. 
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Irving Penn 


Continued from page 16 


til he retired in 2018. He took 
up photography in the 1980s, 
being the official (volunteer) 
photographer for cross country 
and track teams while his two 
children were in high school. 

“Tt was a way to spend more 
time with my kids. It was a lot 
of fun,” Jay said. 

The Alameda resident start- 
ed getting paid for his photo- 
graphs in 2009. He specializes 
in fashion and sports. One of 
his favorite locations for fash- 
ion shoots is San Francisco’s 
Chinatown, where he grew up. 

“T feel very comfortable in 
Chinatown,” Jay said. “It’s 
so colorful. I like putting the 
model in focus and the red 
hanging lanterns as the back- 
drop.” 

Jay admires Penn’s fash- 
ion images, but he is most 


Photo by Ed Jay. 


Nick Haste. Photo by Noma Faingold. 


impressed with his gritty por- 
traits. 

“He strips away everything 
but the person,” he said. “His 
subjects are vulnerable. They 
draw you in an make you 
think. We are left to interpret 
what Picasso or Salvador Dali 
was thinking at that moment.” 

Irving Penn, a retrospective 
exhibition organized by the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, 
the Irving Penn Foundation in 
association with the Fine Arts 
Museums of San Francisco, 
March 16-July 21, at the de 
Young Museum, 50 Hagiwara 
Tea Garden Dr., Golden Gate 
Park. Learn more at famsf.org. 

To see more from profiled 
photographers, go to david- 
stroudphotography.com, @ 
david.stroud.51, edjayphotog- 
raphy.com, @edjayphotogra- 
phy, joeannsphotos.com, @ 
Joeannedmondsmatthew and 
nickhaste.com, @nick.haste. 
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Editor: 


The Chronicle’s sudden 
announcement on Feb. 13 
that Cutting Ball Theater 
will close without $45,000 in 
emergency funding by March 
1 should rattle not only theater 
lovers, but all those who value 
our communities. 

The ancient form of live 
theater, especially as per- 
formed in small spaces, 
is a crucial antidote to the 
dehumanizing effects of our 
hyper-tech world. The theaters 
that produce great works in 
little spaces draw our com- 
munity members together 
to explore and celebrate our 
humanity. 

I want to call our neigh- 
bors’ attention to a commu- 
nity theater, Theatre Artists’ 
Conspiracy, based right here 
in the Sunset and Richmond 
districts. TAC’s origin goes 
back decades, but it will 
launch its latest incarnation at 
Sealevel, a tiny new cultural 
center at 4331 Irving St., near 
44th Avenue. 

Our first production as a 
westside-based theater will be 
a 90-minute community read- 
ing of Shakespeare’s Hamlet. 
The cast will combine trained, 
experienced local actors with 
other members of our neigh- 
borhood to celebrate Shake- 
speare’s birthday. 

The event is one night only, 
Saturday, April 20, 5:30 p.m. 
at 4331 Irving St. Admis- 
sion is free, but donations to 
support Sealevel are request- 
ed. Seating is very limited. 
Tickets are available online 
from SeaLevel SF.com. 

For those interested in per- 
forming, an audition for this 
production and TAC’s 2024 
season will be held on Satur- 
day, March 9, 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
and Sunday, March 11,6 -10 
p.m. on Zoom. Please email 
gthomp @mail.ccsf.edu for an 
audition appointment. 


Gene Thompson and Ellen 
Koivisto 
Theatre Artists’ Conspiracy 


Editor: 


Shoplifting is not something 
new to retail stores owners. 
Usually it is done clandestine- 
ly, from time to time, and is 
treated as a small income loss. 

However, since the onset 
of the COVID-19 pandemic 
crisis, which roughly started 
over three years ago, shoplift- 


ing in different stores in our 
city, but particularly targeting 
Walgreens stores, has become 
rampant. 

Shamelessly, these occur- 
rences have been executed in 
daylight, for several years, 
mostly, but not only, by home- 
less folks, while employees 
and customers alike were 
watching helplessly how 
the store’s merchandise was 
stolen repeatedly from the 
shelves, quickly being stuffed 
in the shoplifters’ bags, jack- 
ets, baskets or carts. 

Those preyed-upon stores 
became a haven for opportun- 
ists who have become brazen 
in their actions, ignoring the 
employees’ verbal admoni- 
tions. In fact, this was all the 
employees could do — they 
were not permitted, by city 
laws, to stop the stealing by 
using any physical force to 
oust the thieves from their 
workplace. 

Employees who have 
spoken with me, told me that 
dialing 9-1-1 for help, in most 
cases proved futile. By the 
time a policeman showed up, 
the thieves were gone. 

Some stores hired secu- 
rity guards for protection, 
believing that their presence 
will scare off intruders. 
Unfortunately, the security 
service couldn’t stop the 
agonizing situation because 
security guards, by law, are 
not allowed to physically 
interfere with criminal acts. 
Using security services also 
added a financial burden for 
employers. 

If no creative solutions will 
be enacted soon to curtail this 
growing trend of bold, open 
shoplifting in our essential 
stores, more owners will be 
forced to close their business- 
es, realizing that, paradoxical- 
ly, the shoplifters have gotten 
the upper hand, as if they own 
their stores. 


Nachshon Lustig 
Editor: 


I write to express my 
gratitude to Supervisor Joel 
Engardio for spotlighting the 
critical and often overlooked 
San Francisco Democratic 
County Central Committee 
(DCCC) election slated for 
March 2024. His commentary, 
“Shades of Democratic Party 
Blue,” plays a great role in 
educating the public about the 
nuances of local politics and 


the importance of understand- 
ing the ideological spectrum 
within the Democratic Party 
in San Francisco. 

However, I must point out 
that the list of candidates 
presented in the commentary, 
while informative, does not 
fully represent all those who 
have thrown their hat into the 
ring for the upcoming DCCC 
election. Beyond the “SF 
Democrats for Change” and 
“Labor and Working Fam- 
ilies” slates, there are inde- 
pendent candidates, including 
myself, who are also vying for 
positions within the DCCC. 
Specifically, there are two 
independent candidates in 
AD-17 and one in AD-19 — 
the district I am proud to be 
running in. 

As an independent can- 
didate in AD-19, lam 
campaigning on a platform 
centered around community 
safety, transportation im- 
provements and health equity. 
My unique perspective as a 
physician assistant — the only 
candidate with a license to 
practice medicine — equips 
me with the knowledge and 
experience to address some of 
the most pressing health and 
safety concerns facing our 
community today. 

It is my belief that voters 
should make their decisions 
based on the quality and 
ideals of each individual 
candidate. Both the slates 
mentioned and independent 
candidates like myself offer 
strong choices. It is essential 
for voters to be fully and 
impartially informed of their 
options to make the most 
educated choices for their 
representation on the DCCC. 

I encourage our community 
and the media to embrace a 
holistic view of the electoral 
landscape, and proactively 
ensure that all candidates re- 
ceive fair and equal coverage. 
Doing so not only honors our 
democratic process but also 
empowers voters to make de- 
cisions that genuinely reflect 
their values and aspirations 
for San Francisco. 

Thank you for your atten- 
tion to this matter and for 
your commitment to compre- 
hensive and equitable election 
coverage. 


Jen Nossokoff, Independent 
Candidate for SF DCCC, 
AD-19 
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Bring in this ad for $5 off your purchase of $25 or more! 
Limit one per customer + Cannot be applied to Orijen or Acana + Expires Mar. 31, 2024 


5950 California Street @ 22nd Avenue « 415-386-1720 


upply 


Tricia is celebrating her 13th year as owner of this 
most wonderful store. Please stop by on March 2nd, 
between 12-3 to join us in some celebratory 
festivities! Thank you for your continued support! 
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permitting. SB-951 eases the process 
for housing that has no effect on coastal 
resources and in the midst of this hous- 
ing crisis, we should all agree on the 
need for that.” 

“San Francisco is changing how we 
get housing built, and we need to re- 
move barriers that get in the way of that 
important work, including at the state 
level,” Breed said. “SB-951 addresses 
a key issue impacting urbanized areas 
in coastal cities like San Francisco, 
while still protecting important coastal 
resources across the state. This is the 
kind of surgical, smart policy we need 
to expand housing opportunities while 
still being strong protectors of our nat- 
ural environment.” 

The CCC was established by bal- 
lot initiative when voters approved it 
in 1972 and codified it into law in the 
Coastal Act of 1976. It was granted 
powers to protect coastal resources, 
including authority over zoning within 
the Coastal Zone, which stretches 840 
miles along the Pacific Coast from Or- 
egon to Mexico. 

SB-951 narrows the CCC domain by 
removing privately owned urban par- 
cels along the City’s western edge from 
its oversight. 

“As the supervisor representing the 
area that actually is impacted by this 
legislation, I am adamantly against 
that,” District 1 Supervisor Connie 
Chan said. “I don’t think that there’s 
any way that you slice and dice it with 
this bill that we could actually excuse 
Senator Wiener in his intent, what he’s 
trying to do. 

“And for that I will not only strong- 
ly — as a co-sponsor of the legislation 
opposing this state bill — continue to 
do everything that I can to make sure 
that we not just protect our coast in San 
Francisco, up and down the state of 
California, but also really look at what 
has been happening to us with other 
bills that Senator Wiener has put for- 
ward and passed by our legislature that 
really continue to single San Francis- 
co out, for whatever reason. Our own 
representative cannot be protecting San 
Francisco’s best interests,” Chan said. 

Board President Aaron Peskin said 
he served on the CCC and he “‘inti- 
mately got to know just how important 
this piece of statewide policy — that 
was passed by the voters in a monu- 
mental fight that pitted Californians 
of every stripe against the real estate 
industry in 1972, when Proposition 20 
passed against all odds — it was a grass- 
roots effort that was outspent by many 
multipliers to one. Every major news- 
paper in the state of California was on 
the side of the real estate industry. 

“(SB 951) has been done under the 
guise of housing and nothing could be 
further from the truth. And I state this 
as a matter of objective fact,” Peskin 
says. “The way the California Coastal 
Act works is that once a coastal zoning 
is approved by the Coastal Commis- 
sion, which in San Francisco’s case, 
happened in 1986, all permitting ju- 
risdiction is turned over to the county. 
This county has issued its own coastal 
development permits since 1986. 

“In that period of time, there have 
been two appeals of the issuance of 
a coastal development permit to the 
Coastal Commission from a local ac- 
tion. One of them having nothing to do 
with housing; it was actually an appeal 
in 2009 over artificial turf soccer fields 
in the western end of Golden Gate 
Park. The Coastal Commission decid- 
ed in favor of the City and County of 
San Francisco and rejected that appeal. 

“The other appeal came from the 
late 1980s. It was never heard by the 
Coastal Commission and the _per- 
mit was upheld,’ Peskin elaborated. 


“This goes far beyond San Francisco. 
If one state senator can rip out Coastal 
Commission jurisdiction in his or her 
county, it’s going to be open season on 
the Coastal Act. The precedent here 
is remarkably dangerous about one of 
California’s model, cherished pieces of 
law.” 

In a public letter by Laura Walsh of 
Surfrider San Francisco, an environ- 
mental advocacy group organized by 
surfers, she says “SB-951 assumes that 
the affordable housing shortage in San 
Francisco is affected by the Coastal 
Commission’s implementation of the 
Coastal Act, which is simply not the 
case. 

“Coastal zone boundaries haven’t 
been redrawn since the early years of 
the Coastal Act’s implementation in 
1976, and passage of this bill would 
signal that any jurisdiction which 
wants to evade Coastal Act review of 
development could support a similarly 
designed bill.” 

According to a San Francisco Chron- 
icle article by reporter Julie Johnson, 
the San Francisco Planning Depart- 
ment’s Chief of Staff Dan Sider says 
the Coastal Commission’s oversight 
has not resulted in any change to de- 
velopment projects in the City’s coastal 
areas. Sider says this shows the city’s 
permitting process is adequate for vet- 
ting projects and so SB-951 “gets rid of 
a bunch of extra bureaucracy that’s not 
doing anyone any good.” 

In a letter to the Board of Supervi- 
sors, however, Christopher Pederson, a 
former chief counsel for the CCC, ap- 
pears to lay the blame for long building 
permitting processes squarely on the 
City, not the CCC. 

“The portions of San Francisco that 
SB-951 would remove from the coast- 
al zone, however, are areas where City 
Hall has neglected implementation of 
the Coastal Act for decades. Because 
of that, I have a hard time taking seri- 
ously protestations of alarm about what 
the effects of SB-951 would be in San 
Francisco itself,’ Pederson said. 

“San Francisco’s local coastal pro- 
gram (LCP) was fully certified by the 
Coastal Commission in 1986. San 
Francisco has amended its Planning 
Code many times since then, but hasn’t 
submitted the amendments that affect 
coastal zone properties to the Coast- 
al Commission as LCP amendments. 
Planning Code amendments that the 
Coastal Commission hasn’t certified 
have not taken effect as amendments to 
San Francisco’s LCP. 

“San Francisco’s decades-long fail- 
ure to keep its LCP up to date is sig- 
nificant because the certified LCP is 
the legal standard of review for coast- 
al development permits,’ Pederson 
said. “Although proposals for new 
development are few and far between 
in the small area of privately owned 
land that’s located in the coastal zone, 
proper review of those proposals is 
unnecessarily complicated because of 
conflicts between the archaic standards 
that apply to coastal zone permits and 
the more recently adopted standards 
that apply to local permits for the same 
development. To the extent the Plan- 
ning Department may disregard those 
conflicts by simply applying the cur- 
rent uncertified version of the Planning 
Code, that itself creates litigation vul- 
nerabilities. 

“For example, San Francisco has 
adopted voluntary local affordable 
housing incentive programs intended 
to encourage residential developments 
to provide affordable housing. Those 
programs allow exceptions to normal- 
ly applicable Planning Code require- 
ments. Any such project in the coastal 
zone would be vulnerable to litigation 
because San Francisco has not submit- 
ted those programs to the Coastal Com- 
mission as LCP amendments.” 


— Existing Coastal Zone Boundary 


~—— Proposed Coastal Zone Boundary 


Note: (1) All areas within proposed Coastal Zone 


boundary to be appealable to CCC. (2) No changes 
proposed to jurisdiction retained by CCC, except for 


removal ofjurisdiction at intersections at (A) 


Brotherhood Way & Lake Merced Blvd and (B) Lake 


Merced Blvd & John Muir Way, as shown, 


mid-point of Upper G-Hwy ROW 


West edge of Lower G-Hwy ROW 


CCEA 


racic 


south/west edge of ROW along 
Sloat/Skyline/Lake Merced Blvd 
(existing Harding Park “jog” to remain] 
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GG Park Golf 
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Players of all skill levels are welcome; 
the course frequently hosts both expe- 
rienced senior golfers and novice youth 
players. 

First Tee, a nonprofit focused on 
youth equity, accessibility and empow- 
erment, manages the majority of the 
course’s activities and programs. These 
programs include golf lessons for un- 
derprivileged youth. 

“Our goal is to teach core values 
that will help these youngsters through 
life,” First Tee Executive Director Dan 
Burke said. 

The nonprofit is based out of the 
Golden Gate Park Golf Course and 
strives to empower kids of all back- 
grounds using golf as a conduit. 

“The Golden Gate Park Golf Course 
is a very special place to me,” First Tee 
alumna and current staff member Kelly 
Woo said. “The experiences, friend- 
ships, and connections I’ve gained here 
have played a significant role in shap- 
ing who I am today.” 


THIS is 


THANK YOU TO OUR 
PATREON BUSINESS AND 
ORGANIZATION PARTNERS 
AND SUPPORTERS 


The Beauty Network 
Gaslight & Shadows 
Antiques 
Glynn Realty 
Noise 
One Richmond/ 
Richmond Neighborhood 
Center 


To learn how your business can sign up 
to be a Patreon business partner, 
visit RichmondSunsetNews.com, 

call 415-706-6428 or 
email Editor@Richmond 
SunsetNews.com. 


Please thank for supporting 
local journalism! 


At its core, the Golden Gate Park 
Golf Course has brought people to- 
gether and continues to unite the golf 
community. According to Montes, nu- 
merous golf enthusiasts and advocates 
banded together to push for the course’s 
renovation after the fire in 2018. 

Project leads wanted to highlight this 
unity during reconstruction. 

“The whole point of this project was 
to make sure the golf community has a 
place to gather,” Montes said. “We re- 
ally wanted to enhance the community 
aspect of golf.” 

“This facility is magical,’ Ginsburg 
said. “We are so pleased with all of the 
work that got done, and we’re looking 
forward to our continued association 
with the City.” 

“Our tee times are fully booked for 
days,” Montes adds. “So many golf en- 
thusiasts attended the reopening cele- 
bration — the community is just excited 
to be back.” 

The Golden Gate Park Golf Course 
is located at 970 47th Ave. Learn more 
at goldengateparkgolf.com. To learn 
more about First Tee and its mission, 
visit firsttee .org/. 
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San Francisco 
County Transportation 


Authority 


and transit trips in District 1. 


The District 1 Transportation Study will explore ways to improve and increase walking, biking, 


After initial outreach in spring 2023, the Transportation Authority has used community feedback 
to identify corridors for improvements and develop draft concepts to improve street safety, 
transit reliability, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions in District 1. 


We want to hear your feedback on the proposed concepts! 


There will be several opportunities to get involved and share your thoughts with the project 
team in March, including an in-person community meeting. 


pNGELIN A: ‘S 


DELI-CAFE 


ANGELINA’S DELI-CAFE 
OPEN EVERY DAY: 7:30AM-4:30PM 
6000 CALIFORNIA ST. @ 22ND AVE. ANGELINASDELICAFE.COM 


MEDITERRANEAN, MIDDLE EASTERN, EUROPEAN 
AND LOCAL PRODUCTS 


INTERNATIONAL SELECTION OF WINES, SPIRITS 


IVE 


SPECIALTY GROCERY STORE 


COME VISIT US AT 304 CLEMENT ST 
tel. 628-280-2624 


OPEN DAILY MON-SAT 10:00AM-9:00PM 
SUN 9:00AM-9:00PM 


Thanks to our advertisers, donors and 
Datreon members, 
this newspaper is FREE. 


Dlease support and thank the 
Richmond Review advertisers and 
consider becoming a patron! 
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Don’t Cut Vital Lifeline & 
for Seniors, Disabled _§ 


After a major earthquake, cell towers will likely be [J 
down and electricity service will stop, turning our cell Ls 
phones into expensive paperweights. _ E 


Hopefully the backup system, our hard-wired copper “Tee : 
lines, will endure and allow us to call for medical ACCESS c 
backup or fire suppression. 


But AT&T is trying to jettison that part of their responsibility, to the 
detriment of Californians, seniors, the disabled and low-income families. 


Please tell the CA Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) that AT&T should 
continue its mission as a responsible communications carrier and maintain 
the current landline system. A decision by the CPUC is due in September. 


To comment on AT&T’s proposal, call the CPUC at 1-866-849-8390, email to: 
public.advisor@cpuc.ca.gov or send a letter to: CPUC, Public Advisor’s 
Office, 505 Van Ness Ave., SF, CA 94102. Although no in-person meetings 
in the Bay Area are scheduled at this time, comments can also be made 
during a virtual meeting to be held on March 19, at 2 p.m. and 6 p.m. \ [J 


P TN * DON’T CUT THE CORD! 


SAVE the Free Press! 


Please support the free press, which has been under fire since 
the advent of Social Media. In the 4th quarter alone, Google 
reported earning $65 Billion from advertising. Google, like many 
social media firms, takes information from newspapers and other 
media sources without paying for it. Twenty five years ago, San 
Francisco had 17 neighborhood newspapers. Today there are 7, and 
once mighty coverage from the SF Chronicle and SF Examiner has 
dwindled. We need a free and robust press as a vital part of our 
democratic government. We need as many voices as possible to keep | 
us well informed about our neighborhood and the city at large. 

“\ If it were not for a free press, AT&T’s effort to | 
eliminate landlines would not be public information. 


Paid for by concerned Richmond District residents. 


For advertising information, call 415-706-6428 or email Editor@RichmondSunsetNews.com 


